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Annual  Report  for  1905, 

By  DR.  J.  MEREDITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  the  Wellington 
(Somerset)  Urban  Sanitary  District. 

15th  February,  1906. 

Sir,  —  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my 
report  of  the  health  and  sanitary  state  of  the 
Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Wellington  (Somerset) 
for  the  year  1905. 

The  physical  features  and  general  character  of 
the  District,  usually  asked  for,  have  been  described 
in  former  reports  and  there  are  no  changes  to 
record.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  chief 
industries  and  the  occupations  of  the  inhabitants. 

Sewage. — Last  year’s  report  contained  an 
account  of  the  new  sewerage  works  then  in  course 
of  construction.  Good  progress  has  been  made 
with  the  works  during  the  year.  All  the  new  main 
sewers  have  been  finished.  Some  delay  has  taken 
place  in  bringing  the  whole  undertaking  to  com¬ 
pletion,  through  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
getting  sufficient  quantity  of  medium  to  fill  the 
different  septic  and  filtering  be  Js.  It  is  expected, 
however,  that  one  of  the  sections  will  be  readv 
for  full  work  in  a  couple  of  months,  and  when  all 
is  completed  the  pollution  of  the  Tone  river  by 
the  sewige  of  Wellington  will  rank  as  a  thing  of 
the  past.  New  sewers  have  been  constructed  at 
Crosslands,  and  the  drainage  arrangement  of 
Tonedale  Elementary  School  has  heen  entirely 
reconstructed  by  order  of  the  Countv  Council, 
and  the  work  appears  to  have  been  well  done  in 
every  respect. 

Scavenging. — The  street  sweeping  and  general 
scavenging  of  the  town  have  been  satisfactorily 
attended  to,  as  in  former  years.  The  surveyor 
mentions  that  about  1  ,‘240  cubic  yards  have  been 
removed  during  the  year. 
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Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  of  the  district 
has  been  ample  during  the  year,  and  the  water  is 
of  sound  drinkable  quality.  At  a  few  of  the 
places  in  the  rural  portion,  where  the  supply 
depends  on  wells,  a  slight  inconvenience  was 
experienced  owing  to  unusually  dry  weather* 
In  consequence  the  owner  of  a  cottage  at  one 
place  had  a  new  well  sunk,  with  the  result  that  a 
plentiful  supply  was  obtained,  showing  that  there 
is  ample  supply  of  water  in  the  ground  and  can  be 
had  when  wells  are  sunk  to  sufficient  depths* 
Fifteen  more  dwellings  were  supplied  with  water 
from  the  town  supply  during  the  year,  and  as  is 
frequently  the  case  a  certain  amount  of  waste 
occurred  owing  to  private  fittings  becoming  defec¬ 
tive,  and  to  which  attention  had  to  be  called.  In 
all  cases  where  these  had  been  noticed  they  were 
repaired. 


Homes. — As  to  house  accommodation  there  is  still 
a  good  demand  for  good  working  class  dwellings 
as  well  as  for  others.  There  are  a  number  of  old 
houses  in  the  place — which  the  Urban  Council 
must  needs  tolerate  for  a  time  ;  but  they  are 
being  gradually  demolished.  Of  those  belonging 
to  this  class  at  present,  not  one  can  be  deemed  as 
altogether  unhealthy,  provided  the  occupants 
observe  ordinary  rules  of  cleanliness.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  I  had  to  make  a  report  of 
one  case  of  over-crowding  and  after  due  notice  the 
matter  in  complaint  was  put  to  rights.  Twenty 
new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  of 
from  £12  to  £35  rental,  and  three  new  streets 
have  been  made  and  taken  oyer  by  the  Urbau 
Council,  aggregating  about  500  yards  in  length. 

Lodging  House. — There  is  no  licensed  lodging 
house  in  the  district  at  present*  There  was  one 
some  time  ago,  but  it  had  to  be  condemned  as 
it  was  unfit  for  the  purpose. 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Bakeries.  —  Slaughter 
Houses  and  Bakeries  were  regularly  inspected, 
apd  *11  defects  noticed  were  attended  to.  On  the 
whole  these  places  *re  kept  in  a  fairly  good  con¬ 
dition. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops  were  inspected  and  notes  made  of  such 
conditions  as  were  likely  to  affect  injuriously  the 
health  of  those  employed  in  them.  The  recom- 


mendations  in  all  instances  were  duly  attended  to 
and  carried  out.  At  one  factory  extensive  recon¬ 
structions  were  effected. 


Dairies,  etc. — Dairies*  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
were  regularly  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  notice  taken  of  all  matter  requiring  special 
attention  and  effect  given  to  recommendations. 
The  Sanitary  Officers’  And  that  there  is  great 
sameness  each  year  in  the  character  of  the  state 
of  things  calling  for  theif  interference— e.p.  choked 
drains,  and  offensive  latrines,  often  due  to  care¬ 
lessness,  -defective  ejects  and  accumulation  of 
dirt.  Additional  water  closets  have  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  houses  in  North  Street. 


Infections  Diseases.  —  Eleven  notices  were 
received  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notifica¬ 
tion)  Act,  1889.  Eight  of  them  were  returned  as 
Scarlet  Fever.  Seven  of  these  occurred  on  the 
north  side  of  the  district,  in  and  about  Tone  and 
Waterloo  Road,  and  the  8th  at  Rockwell  Gfeen. 
In  only  one  instance  were  there  two  cases  in  the 
same  house  ;  the  rest  being  found  in  separate 
houses.  The  usual  precautions  in  the  Way  of 
isolation  were  observed  and  acted  upon  to  the 
utmost  extent  practicable.  The  outbreak  was  a 
very  mild  one  and  caused  no  great  trouble.  There 
has  been  no  case  since  September.  A  case  of 
typhoid  fever  was  notified  in  August,  brought 
about  as  far  as  I  can  learn  by  exposure  to  noxioUs 
emanations  from  an  old  drain,  while  the  victim 
was  employed  as  a  labourer  in  another  parish. 
The  man  was  attended  to  at  his  own  cottage  in 
the  town,  which  was  converted  for  the  time  being 
to  an  isolation  hospital  and  with  satisfactory 
result.  There  were  in  addition  a  couple  of 
erysipelas  cases,  but  there  was  nothing  connected 
With  these  requiring  special  notice.  One  was  re¬ 
ported  in  May  and  the  other  in  October.  None 
of  the  cases  notified  proved  fatal. 


Births. — There  were  159  births  in  the  District 
during  1905.  Of  these  9  died  before  reaching  the 
age  of  one  year,  which  is  equal  to  56 '6  deaths  per 
thousand  births.  Considerable  as  this  is,  it  is  the 
lowest  so  far  that  I  have  had  to  record,  and  it 
points  to  better  care  and  sanitary  attention  being 
paid  to  infants  by  those  who  have  the  charge  or 
them. 
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Deaths.— There  were  87  deaths  registered  in  the 
district  during  the  year  and  it  is  the  lowest 
number  on  record.  The  mortality  rate  is  under 
12  per  thousand  of  the  population.  Of  the  87 
deaths  ten  are  returned  as  belonging  to  other 
districts  ;  deducting  these  the  death  rate  is  still 
lower.  On  the  other  hand,  no  doubt  persons  be¬ 
longing  to  this  district  have  died  elsewhere,  but  1 
have  no  information  regarding  them. 

As  just  stated  above  nine  infants  died  before 
reaching  one  year  of  age  ;  four  between  one  and 
five  years  of  age  ;  one  between  5  and  15  ;  six 
between  15  and  25  ;  twenty  seven  between  25  and 
65  and  forty  were  65  or  upwards. 

Causes  of  Death  — As  will  be  seen  from  Table 
IV  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  any  one  of  the 
usual  zymotic  diseases,  though  that  is  nothing 
unusual  for  this  district.  Eight  of  the  deaths  were 
due  to  malignant  diseases,  eight  to  bronchitis, 
three  to  pneumonia,  and  four  to  other  diseases  of 
the  ,  respiratory  organs.  The  death  of  six  of  the 
9  infants  was  due  to  prematurity  of  birth.  Nine 
persons  are  registered  as  having  died  of  heart 
diseases.  The  remaining  37  died  from  different 
diseases,  the  names  of  which  are  not  asked  for  in 
this  table. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  has  been  low,  as  it 
amounted  to  only  25*51  inches,  which  is  5J  inches 
below  average. 

The  casual  ward  at  the  Union  Workouse  had  to 
accommodate  3703  vagrants.  3113  of  these  were 
men,  2L0  women  and  80  children  of  various  ages. 
They  were  not  the  means  of  importing  any 
infectious  disorders  into  the  place. — I  have  the 
honour  to  be  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Mekedith,  M.D., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


